
SEPTEMBER |  OCTOBER 2018

On Safari in Zimbabwe, Biking Istria, Cruising Japan + Hotel Awards and Hot Properties

Travel Experiences 
That Take You Far and Away

GRAND ENTRANCE:
Shangri-La Al Husn  

Resort & Spa
Muscat, Oman

WOW
A WORLD OF

YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS WITH  US

GO BIG, 
GIVE BIG

10 trips that make 
a difference

page 127



VIRTUOSO LIFE60

Bon Voyage

For passengers on Le Lapérouse – the fi rst of six new ships from French line Ponant (sister ship Le Champlain 

arrives in October) – expedition cruising comes with complimentary Champagne, Alain Ducasse-inspired cuisine, 

and Hermès products. The 184-passenger vessel’s airy contemporary spaces embrace the natural world – 

jellyfi sh-shaped lights here, seaweed sculptures there, and ocean views from nearly everywhere, including the 

sauna and the balconies on every cabin and suite. The real pièce de résistance is below sea level: Deck 0’s 

Blue Eye lounge is the creation of French underwater habitat designer Jacques Rougerie; it’s a surreal, dimly lit 

space where porthole-style screens project live views of passing fi sh and other denizens of the deep, and undersea 

hydrophones capture underwater audio. You might feel like a modern-day Jules Verne – but with a kir royale in 

hand, of course. Eight-day sailings from $3,990. 

In Another League

As demand grows for diverse ways to stay fi t while cruising, so do the options at sea. 
After recently launching active-traveler-oriented itineraries on the Danube and 
Rhine rivers, Avalon Waterways is bringing the action to the Rhône River in 2019. 
On a new eight-day, Lyon-to-Arles, France (or reverse), sailing on the 128-passenger 
Avalon Poetry II, cruisers can hike through vineyards in Tain-l’Hermitage and canoe 
around canyons in the Gorges de l’Ardèche. There’s no pressure to go hard every 
day: Other excursions skew more toward relaxation, such as an outing to create a 
custom bottle of perfume at Avignon’s Musée des Arômes et du Parfum. Departures: 
Multiple dates, May 14 through September 24, 2019; from $2,949.       

ON THE MOVE

DINING DOWN THE RIVER: Trek through the jungle by day, dig into award-winning Peruvian cuisine by night on 

Aqua Expeditions’ five-day, Iquitos-to-Nauta Amazon River cruise on the 32-passenger Aria Amazon. Chef 

Pedro Miguel Schiaffino (of Lima’s Malabar and Ámaz) will join a few upcoming sailings to lead market tours, cook-

ing classes, and more. Departures: Multiple dates, September 24, 2018, through November 18, 2019; from $4,440.

Fit ship: The Avalon 
Poetry II on the Rhône.

Clockwise from top left: 
The Blue Eye, Le Lapérouse 
interiors, and a ship suite.
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